
From the book 
“The Cretan 

Journal” by the 
English traveller 

and painter Edward 
Lear, 1864.

wild mountains
gentle seashores

GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE A most clear and lovely sea with 
only the long snow fretted lines of  

mountains not blue.

TEMPERATURES
ATMOSPHERE / SEA 

JANUARY
13 / 15

FEBRUARY
13 / 15

MARCH
14 / 16

APRIL
17 / 19

MAY
20 / 21

JUNE
24 / 24

JULY
26 / 26

AUGUST
26 / 26

SEPTEMBER
24 / 23

OCTOBER
20 / 22

NOVEMBER
17 / 19

DECEMBER
14 / 16

Lagoon of Preveli. At the mouth of Megapotamos 
(Great River), where the Kourtalioti gorge ends, 
the famous Lagoon of Preveli or beach of Finika 

is situated. The Cretan palm tree (Phoenix 
theophrastii), endemic to the island, grows at the 

river bank.



ethymno, the prefecture between the 
towns of Chania and Heraklio, abuts 
the Cretan Sea to the north and the 
Libyan Sea to the south. Initially the 

town of Rethymno, capital of the prefecture, was built 
on the cape of the northern shore. The developing town 
gradually stretched along the northern sandy beach, 
which has a total length of 13 km. The terrain of the 
prefecture is mainly mountainous with multifarious 
morphological changes such as imposing gorges, a large 
number of caves, lush valleys and small rivers. Mountains 
and mountain ranges dominate the interior of the 
prefecture. In the east rises Mount Psiloritis, or Ida as it 
was called during ancient times, with its sacred cave 
of Zeus, and south west the mountain range of 
Kedros; together the two massifs border the beautiful 
valley of Amari. On the north easterly border of the prefecture rises 
Mount Kouloukounas also called Talaia Mountain, south of the town 
of Rethymno is Mount Vrysinas, and in a south westerly direction lies 
Mount Kryoneritis. A few areas of flat land can be found mainly in the 
northern coastal region between the massifs. There as well as along the 
south coast a large number of beautiful sandy beaches with crystal clear 
water have formed.
The “temperate Mediterranean” climate with its hot summers and its 
long periods of rainfall guarantees ideal temperatures ranging from 14º 
C in winter to 29º C in summer. Occasionally strong northerly and warm, 
indolent southerly winds interrupt the mild climate between the seasons. 

Winter.  The “Ideon 
Antron” covered with snow
Spring. Wild flower in the 
region of Aghios Vassilios.

Summer. The beach 
of Panormo.

Autumn.  The Autumn lily 
in the village of Gerakari.

The snow-covered Ida Mountain as it 
appears from Mount Kedros. The wild 

flower, which can be distinguished, 
belongs to the most beautiful species 

of the Cretan flora, the endemic Arum 
creticum.
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from myth to history

A 3500 YEAR- OLD HISTORY 
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The Archaeological Museum

his area was always inhabited. Neolithic hamlets, Minoan settlements 
and sanctuaries, Classical and Roman cities compose a continuous 
picture of the prehistoric, ancient world. The palace complex in 
Monastiraki, in the area of Amari, the Late Minoan Cemetery 
of Armeni, the villages of Eleftherna, Sibrytos, Lappa, Axos and 

Stavromenos are only a few examples of the sites, where archaeological excavations 
have brought history to light. During the first years of Christianity 
beautiful Early Christian basilicas show impressive architecture and 
ornamentation. Among the total of approximately 18 churches the most 
magnificent are those of the villages of Panormo, Eleftherna, Vyzari, 
Goulediana and Thronos. During the Byzantine period the countryside of 
Rethymno is embellished with both monasteries and superb single-
aisled or cruciform churches with a cupola, which are ornamented 
with frescoes. With the Venetian occupation following this 

period, a seal was set to the architectural style 
and the character of the town and the 

countryside, while at the same time 
an unparalleled stimulus was given 

to the intellectual development 
of the area. However, in the 
flower of the Renaissance the 
Turkish invaders abruptly 
ended this movement, and, 
imposing Muslim elements, 
contributed to the change 
of the Rethymno area into a 

multi-cultural community.

Hesiodus Theogony
According to mythology 

Zeus, the father of  the 
ancient gods, was born 

on Crete.

When the time came for Rhea to 
give birth to Zeus, she escaped to 

Crete…

Shield displaying the ‘Kourites’  from the Ideon 
Antron. This cave on the sacred Mount Ida was 
chosen by Rhea in order to hide the new-born 
Zeus, prospective master of the gods, from the 
wrath of his father Kronos, who swallowed his 

children. Zeus, the Xenios, was raised in Rethymno 
in the care of the ‘Kourites’, the Cretan demons, 

who, whenever the infant cried, would dance 
and clap their shields so that the baby’s 
crying could not be heard by Kronos. 
The infant was fed with the milk of 

the goat Amalthia.

Statue of Aphrodite 
from Lappa

T



Eleftherna

The Monastery of Arkadi constitutes a landmark 
of architecture and civilisation considering the 
magnificent façade of the church, the highly 
developed spiritual tradition as well as the 
flourishing development of fine arts. However, 
the holocaust, which took place in 1866, 
gave the monastery an eminent place in 
history, elevating it to an eternal symbol 
of freedom and heroism, which is 
acknowledged the world over. 
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crossroads 
of civilisations

RITHY RITHYMNA RETIMO RETHYMNO

From the exhibition in 
honour of  the Most 

Serene Democracy under 
the Venetian Commander 

Fr. Basilicata for the 
“Kingdom of  Crete” 1618.

Wealth, nobleness and learning 
make Rethymno, the city built by 

the ancients, flourish.

The Venetian port of Rethymno and the lighthouse



nscriptions and coins with maritime symbols, writers 
as well as archaeological findings give proof 
of the existence of an ancient city called 
“Rithymna”. Its exact location at 

that time still remains unknown, although it is 
believed that the city was first built on the hill 
of Palaeokastro, in the place where the Venetian 
Fortress is towering today. The settlement gradually 
developed on the small cape, but remained 
unimportant up until the arrival of the Venetians, 
who fortified the city and called it Castel Vecchio. 
After that a land wall was built according to the 
drafts of the architect Michele Sanmicheli, which was 
completely destroyed in 1571 during the devastating attack of the 
pirate Cheireddin Barbarossa. In 1573 the construction works of the 
fortress of Rethymno began, which should set seal to the Venetians’ 
final securing of their position. At this stage luxurious public buildings 
and private mansions were built, while the city was embellished 
with a central square, a Club of the Nobility, fountains such as that 
of Rimondi, a large sun dial, a main road and smaller alleys, which 
led to the churches, the monasteries, the mansions and the simple 
dwelling houses according to the model of town planning in Venice. 

In September 1646 Rethymno was besieged by the Turks. The invaders occupied the 
Venetian mansions, adding their own architectural elements and emphasising 
their presence with mosques and minarets. In the former alleys of the 
Venetian street network of Rethymno the buildings changed 

their appearance, since wooden balconies were 
added to the facades as extensions of the 
upper floors of the buildings. Thus 

the city achieved a different 
character, that of a Muslim 

town.
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THE COUNTRYSIDE OF RETHYMNO

Description by the 
Catholic monk and 

traveller Christoforo 
Buondelmonti in his 

book “Descripio issule 
Crete”, approximately 

1514.

The Ida Montain rises so high that 
one can see the never melting snow 

on the peaks from all the seas. 

heavenly 
countryside

The Nida plateau and the Ideon Antron (cave)



he Prefecture of Rethymno is an area 
embellished with a particularly beautiful 
nature and scenery, and boasts a large 
number of archaeological sites, churches 

and monasteries. Following various magnificent routes 
the visitor is led to the most interesting places like for 
example to scheduled and traditional settlements. 
Remains of buildings dating back to the Venetians can 
be found in the villages of Maroulas, Chromonastiri, 
Mountros, Monopari, and Amnatos, while traditional villages such as Garazo, 
Spili and Anoghia will bring the visitor closer to the customs and traditions of 
the people, which have remained unchanged through the passage of time. 
There exist about 850 caves, the most important of which are the Ideon 
Antron and the caves of Melidoni, Sfendoni and Gerani, which are of 
particular archaeological, historical and folklore interest. Furthermore, the 
mountainous areas reveal gorges of unique beauty such as the gorges of 
Kourtalioti, Kotsifou, Patsos, Prasses and Arkadi, to name only a few.

The Prefecture of Rethymno surprises with its contrasting 
scenery, where harsh mountainous areas alternate with 

fertile valleys, and an imposing rocky coastline is 
interrupted by far-stretching, sandy beaches, 

each area revealing its own, particular beauty: 
The Lagoon of Preveli, the spring of Argyroupolis, 
the Nida Plateau as well as the beaches of both 

the north and west coast. Part of this beautiful 
nature is the ubiquitous religious element, 
represented in the frugal chapels and shrines, 
the picturesque Byzantine churches as well as in 
the splendid historical monasteries.

T

Door frame in 
Amnatos

Preveli Monastery 

Fortress of Monopari

Spili

Μaroulas

The Sfendoni cave at Zoniana



HANDICRAFT AND TRADITION People say that the inhabitants 
of  Rethymno are the most 

obliging people on the island.

From the book 
“Travels in the Island 

of  Crete in the year 
1817” by the English 

traveller F.W. Sieber

Dancing and singing are essential ingredients 
for Cretan revelries. Both men and women wear 
traditional costumes not only during festivals but 
also in every day life. They are true works of art 

with regard to weaving and embroidery. 
People dance traditional dances to the 

accompaniment of the lyre, while 
Cretan “mantinades” are sung.

Traditional milking and shearing 

the joy of life



ood-hearted and hospitable the villagers work hard, while 
they continue in the traditional way to grow olives, to 
produce oil, wine and raki and to make a living from stock 
breeding and dairy products. Apart from the traditional 

every-day life they also respect their religious holidays to the letter - 
Christmas, Easter, weddings, christenings and religious festivals. They also 
remain faithful to the tradition of agricultural and stock breeding festivities, 
which are organised in the event of harvesting, testing the produce or any 
stock breeding procedure. Vine-harvest, the production of raki in traditional 
cauldrons, the shearing of sheep, and the collecting of olives is often 
turned into a true feast, during which friends and relatives gather and 
offer their help. Whenever they do not work or enjoy themselves 
drinking raki, their energy and sensitive creativity finds expression in 
handicraft and works of art. In Rethymno a variety of popular crafts 
have been kept alive and are still practised such as pottery, basket 
weaving, woodcarving, stone masonry and weaving. Some villages are 
famous for exclusively practising a particular handicraft like for example 
stone masonry in Alfa, pottery in Margarites and weaving in Anoghia.

G

M
ar

ga
rit

es
, m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g 

of
 a

n 
ur

n 
on

 th
e 

w
he

el
An

og
hi

a

Woodcarving 

In the Centre of Cretan Popular 
Art exhibitions and workshops 
of popular art such as weaving, 
pottery, bookbinding, stone 
masonry etc. can be visited.

The Museum of History and Popular 
Art of Rethymno hosts exhibitions of 
weaving, embroidering, lace-work, 
costumes, pottery, baskets, metal 

works, etc. Special rooms 
are dedicated to traditional 
cultivation and professions 
as well as to periodical 
exhibitions.



in the rhythm 
of your dreams

RETHYMNO TODAY Rethymno is not a place to got 
to but to return to.

From the song 
“Return to Rethymno” 
composed by Georgios 

Stavrianou.

Piece of art by Lefteris 
Kanakakis, the famous painter 

of Rethymno. The Centre 
of Contemporary Art of 

Rethymno zealously organises 
important exhibitions and 
supports international co-

operations.

The “Dancing of the groups” is 
a mass meeting organised by 

the young people of Rethymno 
with performances and shows of 

almost professional level.



part from enjoying the beaches, excursions into the realm of 
nature, good food and a drink of raki, the town of Rethymno 
also offers plenty of entertainment and revelry throughout the 
year. The most important event constitutes the Renaissance 

Festival, which is organised each summer since 1987, in order to revive both 
the Cretan and the European Renaissance. Most of the events take place in the 
theatre “Erofili”, which is situated on the hill of the Fortress. To walk on the 
path, which is paved with cobblestone, uphill to the “Fortezza” on a summer 
evening and to live the delightful moments of a theatre, dancing or music 
performance is a blissful experience. In winter the town of Rethymno lives 
in the rhythm of Carnival. Here, the grandest carnival on the island of Crete 
is organised. Apart from the great parade on Shrove Sunday, a large number 
of activities complete the framework of the Carnival festivities. The locals 
devotedly and cheerfully prepare for this season with creativity, they sacrifice 
 their spare time and become young again while rejoicing 
 and celebrating parties almost on a daily basis. More 

than 4,000 people have worked feverishly for 
months in order to present their masks and 

carriages on the great Carnival parade…The 
following day, on Shrove Monday people 
from the countryside play a leading part 

in the festivities. Unique traditions are 
revived in the villages and everybody is 

invited to participate in games, street 
performances and satires as for example 
“the kidnapping of the bride”, the 

“Cadi”, the “smudging of people”. These 
performances in combination with good 
wine and the music of the lyre are a 

successful formula for a unique experience.

A

Boats, which participated in the 40th “Rally 
of the Aegean”, resting in the marina of 
Rethymno during a break of the competition.

Carnival
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colours and 
fragrances 

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT This beautiful bud, which Prospero 
Alpini called the ebony of  Crete, can be 

seen for the first time at this point.

The village of Plakias during spring time

The Ladania (Cistus creticus) 
resembles a rose with few 
petals and adorns the bare 
Cretan soil.

Papilio machaon

The French botanist 
and physician Joseph 
Pitton de Tournefort, 
a pioneer of  modern 

botany, visited Crete in 
1700 and accomplished 

a detailed description 
of  the island and 

particularly of  its flora. 
“Relation d’un Voyage 

du Levant” Lyon, 1717



ethymno as well as the entire island boasts an amazing 
variety of wild flowers. Among the 2000 species - almost 
as many as in England - 160 are endemic to the island 
and adorn the flat as well as the mountainous area of 

Rethymno with their colours and fragrances. At the coast the sea lily 
(Pancratium maritmum) thrives due to the saltiness of the air and 
the humidity as do both Tamarix cretica and the Cretan palm tree 
(Phoenix theophrastii). Further up in the mountainous area aromatic 
shrubs of the Mediterranean maquis family and magnificent wild 
flowers enhance the picture of a unique landscape, such as lentisks 
(Pistacia lentiscus), oleander (Nerium oleander), Ligaria (Vitex agnus-
castus), camomile (Chamomilla recutita), mint (Mentha spicata), myrtle 
(Myrtus communis), the common poppy (Papaver rhoeas), Ladania 
(Cistus incanus-creticus), and the Cretan ebony (Ebenus cretica). In the 
higher, semi-mountainous area the following shrubs dominate: holm-
oak (Quercus coccifera), thyme (Thymus capitatus), arbutus (Arbutus 
unedo), crop (Spartium junceum), styrax (Styrax officinalis) as well 
as wild flowers such as the Cretan cyclamen (Cyclamen creticum), 
the iris (Iris unguicularis), the drakontia (Dracunculus vulgaris), the 
gladiole (Gladiolis italicus), the tulip and other bulb flowers (Muscari 
commosum). In the mountains flourish the Cretan sfentami (Acer 
sempervirens), shrubs and wild flowers such as the yellow violets 

(Erysimum creticum), the wild violets (Viola 
cretica), the crocus (Crocus Oreocreticus) 

and the Arum idaeun to mention only 
a few. 

The gorges, which have been preserved 
from human intervention, favour the 

development of endemic and rare species 
of flowers and herbs like for example the 
Cretan dictamus (Oreganum dictamnus).

Acer sempervirens

Pancratium maritimum

Tulipa cretica

Varieties of 
Cretan orchids, 
also endemic, 
constitute true 

jewels of the 
Cretan flora.

Dactylorhiza romana
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Ophrys lutea Ophrys tenthredinifera Ophrys cretica Barlia robertiana
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From the famous novel 
by Pantelis Prevelakis 

“Chronicle of  a Town”, 
in which Rethymno, his 

beloved home- town 
plays the leading part. 

Pantelis Prevelakis was 
born in 1909 and is 

considered one of  the 
most important Greek 

writers.

The peaceful shore has spread out the sand 
before you, while the wavy sea approaches 

as if  on a leisurely stroll like justice in the 
pastures of  heaven. 

blue, white and gold

SEA AND SHORES 

At the north coast of Rethymno, the sea turtle careta 
careta lays its eggs. Locals, hotel owners and volunteers 

co-operate in order to protect the nests so that the 
baby turtles will safely find their way to the sea.
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ethymno boasts beaches with crystal clear water, 
which make it an ideal resort for summer holidays. 
Apart from large and organised beaches the visitor 
will find picturesque and remote bays, sandy 

or rocky inlets, at both the north and south coast. Most of the 
beaches were awarded the ‘blue flag”, which acknowledges and 
guarantees clean beaches. At the north coast you will mainly 
find far-stretching, sandy beaches, which are organised and offer 
accommodation like for example in Episkopi, Rethymno, Adelianos 
Campos, Panormo, and Bali. These places combine a refreshing 
bath in the sea with entertainment, accommodation in one of 
the most modern hotel complexes of Crete and water sports such 
as water ski, surfing, sea parachuting, diving lessons offered in 
diving centres, thus guaranteeing a unique experience with the wet 

element. At the south coast you 
will find various small bays such 
as that of Aghia Galini and Plakias, 
which are organised and show a 
rapid development with respect 
to tourism, while a large number 
of small and remote bays promise 
even the most demanding visitor a 
different holiday experience. Some 
of the picturesque beaches at the 
Libyan Sea are Korakas, Souda, 
Damnoni, Ammoudi, the Lagoon of 
Preveli, Triopetra, Aghios Pavlos and 
Kerame.
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The Cretan diet has become 
the model of  healthy nutrition.health

and savour 

THE CRETAN CUISINE

This was indisputably 
proved in the famous 

research, which was 
conducted in seven 

countries over a period 
of  10 years, from 1950 to 

1960. Seven areas were 
studied pertaining to their 
epidemiological statistics: 
Crete, USA, Japan, South 

Italy, Dalmatia, Corfu and 
the Netherlands. 

Cretan rusk (dakos), oil, tomato and perhaps some feta cheese are the ingredients of the “dakos”. 

Lychnarakia 
(Sweet cheese pies shaped like oil lamps) 



il, wine, wheat, milk, cheese, 
meat, greens, vegetables - 
the ingredients used in Cretan 
cuisine are plain, precise, clear 

and, most important, genuine and natural. The 
Cretan gastronomy is based on the produce of 
the fields, which guarantees a wholesome diet 
and contributes to the Cretans’ good health 
and long life span. Cretan cooking does not 
depend on various techniques of preparation, 
its success lies in the ingredients they use. All 
over Crete people eat various species of wild 
vegetables, which grow in mountainous areas, 
either as salad or simply boiled, topping it with 
local olive oil and natural lemon juice. Sheep and 
goats supply both the famous meat and dairy products, 
including milk, various cheeses such as Myzithra, Graviera and 
Feta as well as the unique ‘stakoboutyro’ (butter from sheep and/or goat’s 
milk) which is used for the traditional Cretan pilaff. Furthermore, many 
families, who live in the country, raise their own chicken and rabbits, 
which supply them with eggs and meat. Owing to the olive oil, which is 
often used as a topping, Cretan dishes are particularly delicious. Some 
local barley rusks combined with olives and tomatoes make a perfect meal 
for every Cretan. The famous “Cretan dakos” is a simple but delicious 
combination of fresh, local ingredients: barley rusk, crushed tomatoes, 
feta cheese, oil and salt. As a dessert the people of Rethymno prefer home 
made sweets such as cheese pies from myzithra cheese, fried pastry with 
honey, lychnarakia (cheese pies) and preserved fruit. 

O
Snails are collected in the 

countryside and served either 
stewed or fried (boumbourista) 

with rosemary and wine.

Livestock and dairy products 
dominate on the table of a 

Rethymno household.

Wild 
vegetable 

topped with 
fresh olive oil is 

a basic ingredient 
of the Cretan diet.



on the paths
of nature

ALTERNATIVE TOURISM Welcome to Crete, our island, have 
a glass of  tsikoudia and enjoy 

hospitality, gallantry and the lyre.
Cretan mantinada (couplets)

The mantinades are 
couplets that rhyme 
with each other and 

are sung in the Cretan 
dialect expressing both 

happiness and grief.

Argyroupoli, the springs of Aghia Dynamis



A

Both walking and mountain 
climbing will bring you 

closer to the multifarious 
landscape, which changes 
from harsh and isolated to 
lush and cultivated places.

The Patsos gorge
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part from the resorts at the coast which guarantee appropriate 
infrastructure, it is worthwhile to explore the beautiful 
interior of the island and the mountainous areas. While 
discovering the mountains and gorges the visitor will 

come into contact with the locals of remote and often isolated 
villages. He will be given the opportunity to walk on the 
paths of history and discover the civilisation of the 
countryside in archaeological remains, historical 
monasteries, churches and settlements. The aroma 
of herbs and wild flowers will convince him of the 
magnificence of Cretan nature. On foot or by bicycle one 
can easily and in very short time arrive  at the countryside and enjoy 
the Cretan nature. Picturesque country roads with lush vegetation 
guarantee an unforgettable experience for all those, who love mountain 
biking. However, should you wish to be even closer to nature, your 
option is agro-tourism. Rooms, which were built within the 

framework of rural tourism in Rethymno, are 
either independent units or 

part of the farmers’ homes. 
They are situated in the 

most beautiful areas of 
the countryside. Should 
you stay in such a unit 
you will be given the 
opportunity to come into 
contact with the locals 
and their every-day, 
traditional way of life. 



welcome, 
make yourself at home!

HOSPITALITY This year the beaches of  
Rethymno have been awarded 14 

“blue flags”.

They belong to the 
373 cleanest beaches 

of  Greece, which 
the European Union 
awarded this specific 

prize.



wing to the heritage as home of Zeus, 
the “Xenios”, Rethymno consistently 
and meticulously developed in the 
field of hotel business. Rethymno 

offers excellent accommodations of all categories, 
ranging from plain apartments to luxurious suites. 
A total of 13,000 rooms and 25,000 beds, 7,700 
of which are A’ category, are spread over the area of 
the prefecture, concentrating at the north coast. Apart 
from the ordinary hotel units, rooms and apartments, 
an increasing number of accommodations including 
luxurious villas were built within the framework of agro-
tourism in the surroundings of Rethymno as well as in the interior 
of the prefecture. Traditional architecture and great dedication to detail 
contributed to elevating tourism, thus offering the more demanding visitors 
an alternative. Hotels in Rethymno have been awarded a large number of 
prizes for their quality and high standards of service. Attractive modern 
buildings, excellently trained personnel as well as hospitable hotel owners 
promise you agreeable and comfortable holidays in Rethymno. Enjoy your 
stay in the superb accommodations of this prefecture and have fun at the 
clean beaches, which more than once have been awarded the “blue flag”. 

O



Useful phone numbers  (GREECE +30)Travel Agencies in Rethymno (GREECE +30)

ALFA ODEON HOLIDAYS (Chliaoutakis Emmanouil)
25 Palaiologou str.Τel.: 28310 53307, 57610, 
Fax: 28310 27507, www.odeontravel.gr
e-mail: odeontrv@otenet.gr

ANSO TRAVEL (Papadakis Antonis) 
295 Αrkadiou str, Tel. 28310 57751, 
Fax: 28310 24133, www.ansotravel.com, 
e-mail:apap@ret.forthnet.gr

APOPLOUS TRAVEL (Chereti Eleni)
11 Giamboudaki str 
Tel. 28310 20476-7, Fax 28310 35480
e-mail: apoplous@ret.forthnet.gr

COOL HOLIDAYS (Zimetakis Achileas)
Adelianos Kampos, Tel. 28310 73113,
Fax: 28310 73114, www.coolholidays.gr
e-mail: info@coolholidays.gr

CRETA CONNECTION  (Vourlakis Mantadakis)
15 Varla Kalergi str,  Tel. 28310 54258, 51826, 24977, 
Fax: 28310 25663, e-mail: creta-connection@ret.forthnet.gr

CRETAN HOLIDAYS S.A (Bantouvas K.)
125 Mahis Kritis str., Platanias
Tel. 28310 35210-12, Fax: 28310 35213
e-mail: cretan-holidays@cretan-holidays.gr

CRETOISE TRAVEL (Tripodianos Yianis)
137 Arkadiou str., Tel. 28310 24295, 
Fax: 28310 27602, www.cretoise.gr,  
e-mail: cretoise@otenet.gr

DOLPHINS EXPRESS  (Moschakis Yianis)
Eleftheriou Venizelou 90, 
Tel.: 28310 57666, Fax: 28310 58020

ELLOTIA TOURS (Lagouvardos Stelios)
161 Arkadiou str., Tel.: 28310 51062, 51981, 24533, 
Fax: 28310 51062, www.forthnet.gr/elotia, 
e-mail: elotia@.ret.forthnet.gr

EVERGREEN TOURS (Galanakis Giannis)
73, Sof. Venizelou, Tel. 28310 54260
Fax: 28310 54311, e-mail: explorerhellas@hol.gr

IDA TRAVEL (Galanakis Emanouil)
1 Chortatzi str,  Tel.: 28310 24466-8, 

Fax: 28310 51397, 
e-mail:idatravel@ret.forthnet.gr

GREENWAYS TRAVEL (Vidiadakis Evaggelos)
Adelianos Kampos, 
Tel.: 28310 72440, Fax: 28310 72344
e-mail: info@greenways.gr

KATREA RETHYMNO HOLIDAYS
(K. Kalergis), 6 Giamboudaki str.
Tel.: 2831021042, Fax: 2831021044
www.villasincrete.com
e-mail: info@villasincrete.com

KLADOS TRAVEL
(Klados Panagiotis & Anastasios), 
14 Pl. Agnostou Stratioti str.
Tel.: 28310 54428, Fax: 28310 53417
www. kladostravel.gr

LAMBARDAKI TOURS (Lambardaki Maria)
5 Australon Polemiston str.
Tel.: 28310 25695, Fax: 28310 25695

RETHYMNO TOURS (Tzagarakis Stelios)
1 Panepistimiou Kritis str., Tel.: 28310 22480, 
Fax: 28310 54977,
www.smart-holidays.com.gr, 
e-mail: rethymno@smart-holidays.com.gr

SATELITE TOURIST SERVICES 
(Eleftheriotis Spiros),  
14 Sofokli Venizelou str. 
Tel.: 28310 56641, Fax: 28310 56861, 
e-mail: feax1@otenet.gr

STATION (Prentakis George)
Skaleta,  Tel.: 28310 72025, 
Fax: 28310 72025

VENUS TRAVEL (Gianousakis Emmanouil)
Αdelianos Kampos, Tel.: 28310 50000, 
Fax: 28310 26927

ZEUS OF CRETE (Mgr. Lefteris Papakaliatis)
Georgiou Papandreou 7
Tel. 28310 20090, 20110, Fax: 28310 28322
www.zeus.gr, e-mail: rethimno@zeus.gr

Rethymno

Athens

Heraklio
Chania

Knossos
Phaestos

Samaria

Boats from Piraeus to Rethymno and 
vice versa sail on a daily rota. There 
are also many flights from and to the 
airports of Chania and Heraklio, which 
are situated at a distance of 45’ and 
1 hour respectively from the town of 
Rethymno.
Since Rethymno is situated in the 
centre of Crete, major sights are at 
a close distance like for example the 
archaeological sites of Knossos and 
Phaestos, the Samaria gorge and many 
others.

Rethymnon Promotion Committee 2831025571-2

Police 100

Tourist Police  2831028156

Traffic Police   2831022589

Police Department Rethymno 2831025247

Fire Brigade 199

Hospital  2831087100

Dialysis center  2831026093

Health Center:  Spili  2832022222

  Perama 2834023075

  Agia Fotini  2833022750-2

Public Busses 2831022212

Post Office 2831022303

Taxi  2831024316 

 2831025000

Olympic Airways 2831022257

ANEK (ferries) 2831029846

MINOAN LINES  2831022941

Port Authority 2831022276

Tourist Information (EOT)  28310 29148 – 2831056350

City Council 2831088301

Hotel Association of Rethymno 2831055873

Hotel Association of Aghia Galini  2832091380 

 2832091333

Hotel Association of Plakias  28320 31280-2

Association of Rural Tourism  2831061689

Mountaineering Club 2831057760

Sailing Club  2831050450

Cycling club  2831051008

Archaeological Museum of Rethymno 2831054668

Historical & Folk Museum  2831023398

Center of Contemporary Arts 2831052530

Centre of Cretan Popular Art  2831051501

Catholic Church 2831026416 




